

5.8 Follow-up to the high-level meetings of the United Nations General Assembly on health-related issues 
           
· Antimicrobial resistance 
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Measures Related to Antimicrobial Resistance 

· On antimicrobial resistance issues Georgia collaborates with the international organizations as follows: World Health Organization, the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the European Center for Disease Control, the Baltic Antibiotic Resistance Network (BARN), Antwerp University, the Netherlands Public Health and Environment Institute, Disease Control Center of Japan, etc. Collection, analysis and data sharing on antimicrobial resistance in the network of Central Asian and Eastern European Surveillance of Antimicrobial Resistance (CAESAR) and Global Antimicrobial Resistance Surveillance System (GLASS) is being performed. Expansion of the National Microbiological Labs Network established in 2014 is underway. At this stage more than 20 microbiological labs are integrated into the network, which provides bacteriological services to more than 150 clinics;
· In 2018 research in resuscitation departments of 10 clinics of Tbilisi, Kutaisi and Batumi on the use of antibiotics, healthcare associated infections and instant prevalence of antimicrobial resistance was conducted; In 2019 the research will be continued in other clinics;
· The 48th (2018) publication of Antimicrobial Therapy Sanford Guide was translated/edited and distributed among medical institutions;
· Accreditation process of General Bacteriology Laboratory of Lugar Center for Public Health Research  ISO 15189:12 is underway;
· Monitoring and evaluation of infection control measures in Tbilisi, Kutaisi and Batumi multi-profile hospitals is being performed;
· Update process of National Guidelines for Infection Control and Prevention is underway;
· External and internal mechanisms of quality control have been implemented in General Bacteriology Laboratory (Antimicrobial Resistance Reference Laboratory) of Lugar Center for Public Health Research and Zonal Diagnostic Laboratories, as well as modern methods of molecular diagnostic resistance to antibiotics have been implemented; Preparation for getting  ISO 17043 accreditation is being performed;
· Georgia has become an official partner of the EU Program "Joint Action against antimicrobial  resistance and healthcare-associated infections";
· Within the awareness raising week  established by WHO,  awareness raising campaigns on antibiotics,  antimicrobial resistance and healthcare-associated infections were conducted for the population and medical personnel;
· Along with the Baltic Antibiotics Resistance Network, training of medical personnel was conducted on topical issues of antimicrobial resistance;
· Population awareness on antibiotics and antimicrobial resistance was studied according to  WHO's questionnaire;
· Accredited training program for prevention and control of infections was developed for medical personnel;
· Seminar was conducted for clinical microbiologists on modern principles of determination of antimicrobial resistance, data collection and analysis.
· Provision of promotion, support and training  in bacteriology and AMR methods by General Bacteriology Laboratory of Lugar Center for Public Health Research for transition of the country labs to the European-EUCAST standard is underway; 
· Validation and implementation of  the phenotypic confirmatory methods of AMR mechanism as well as commencement of the country's bacteriological laboratories’ monitoring aiming at standardizing  laboratories within the AMR National Strategy is planned to be performed.


